Riverside Junior High Orchestra

Orchestra Handbook
2025-2026

[image: ]



Mrs. Johanna Kitchell
jkitchell@hse.k12.in.us
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                              social media: @mrskitchellrjh  
  


Welcome to the Riverside Orchestra Program!

Are you so excited for this 2025-2026 school year!?  I am thrilled you have chosen to learn a string instrument, and have chosen to carry on the tradition of musical excellence here at Riverside.  Every player is a valued member of the orchestra; you have importance in the group.  Orchestra is not like other classes; in here, your individual learning and growth has the added responsibility (and benefit) of contributing to your team’s success.

Here at Riverside, you are encouraged, and will have opportunities, to share your musical talents with other students, staff, and the community at large. This is one of the most rewarding parts of participating in an ensemble; bringing the music to those around you! 

As the orchestra director here at Riverside, I am committed to providing a quality musical education for each and every student. Ensuring student success, however, requires a joint effort with teacher, student, AND parent/guardian. This handbook has been compiled to help you know my expectations and the expectations of each student.  Topics discussed here include grading, classroom procedures, instruments, concerts, and more. Please take the time to familiarize yourself with its contents, and contact me with any questions or concerns.

Vision

Music education and music appreciation are vital elements to not only a school culture, but the greater society as a whole. Today’s adolescents are the musicians, and perhaps more importantly, the audiences, of tomorrow. Music allows a creative outlet for children, and develops teamwork, determination, problem-solving, social, and emotional skills. The Riverside Orchestra program strives to provide high-quality instruction, developing playing ability and nurturing the passion for music in all interested students.

Why Strings?

Participation in a school string instrument program enhances a child’s quality of life.  It provides creative, emotional, and social opportunities, and unifies communities.  
· Research on brain development has shown string players’ brains are larger, have more neural pathways, and process information faster. 
· All children are capable of learning to play a string instrument, regardless of “talent” or musical background.
· The study of music has been demonstrated to complement other areas of academic study. In a recent survey, students with at least two years of study in the arts and music had significantly higher GPAs than students who did not. 
· Music education programs enrich the whole student and are a critical component to a well-round academic curriculum.  Think STEAM, not STEM. Students in the arts demonstrate higher self-esteem and thinking skills than their counterparts. 
· Unlike many other instruments, string instruments come in a variety of sizes, and adapt as students grow, allowing children of all sizes and ages to participate and learn.
· It’s fun! So much of the music in Western culture is built upon the basis of strings; from early orchestral music, to the treasured history of composers like Mozart and Beethoven, to the string instruments often used in country, pop, and rock today.
2025-2026 Calendar of Events
**PLEASE note which events and times apply to your child’s orchestra!**

	TDate
	Concert
	Time
	Orchestras

	Thursday, October 9th  

	Junior High Fall Concert 
(Hawk Hall)
	6:00pm
7:30pm
	Concert, Symphony
Chamber, Philharmonic

	Saturday, November 15th 
	INASTA Central All-Region Orchestra Festival (HSEHS)
	all day
	Selected Students (Audition-Based)

	Tuesday, December 16th  
	Junior High Winter Concert 
(Hawk Hall)
	6:30pm*
8:00pm*
	Concert, Symphony
Chamber, Philharmonic

	Wednesday, December 17th
	Beginning Winter Concert
(RSI Gym)
	7:00pm
	Beginning, 6th Grade

	Thursday - Saturday, January 15th - 17th 
	INASTA Junior High All-State Orchestra (Fort Wayne, IN)
	n/a
	Selected Students (Audition-Based)

	Tuesday, January 27th 
	HSEHS Side by Side Concert (HSEHS)
	TBD
	Any Interested 8th Graders heading to HSEHS

	Saturday, January 31st    
	ISSMA Solo/Ensemble
(Westfield MS)
	all day
	Any Interested Students (Optional)

	Thursday, February 12th
	FHS Side by Side Concert (FHS)
	TBD
	Any Interested 8th Graders heading to FHS

	Friday, February 13th 

	Arts on the River
(RJH)
	6:00-8:30pm
	Any Interested Students (Optional)

	Thursday, March 5th 
	ISSMA Preview 
(Hawk Hall)
	6:00pm
7:30pm
	Concert, Symphony
Chamber, Philharmonic

	Friday or Saturday, March 13th/14th 
	ISSMA Contest
Here at Riverside!
	TBD - KEEP OPEN
	Concert, Symphony, Chamber Philharmonic 

	Saturday, May 9th 
	Kings Island 
	all day
	Any eligible 7th/8th Students

	Tuesday, May 12th 
	Junior High Spring Concert 
(Hawk Hall)
	6:00pm
7:30pm
	Concert, Symphony
Chamber, Philharmonic

	Wednesday, May 20th
	Beginning Spring Concert
(RSI Gym)
	6:00pm
	Beginning, 6th Grade



This year, there will be TWO concert times for Chamber, Concert, Symphony, and Philharmonic Orchestras. Please note the time for your child’s ensemble! 
Please identify which concerts apply to YOUR child and add the dates and times to your family calendar!
There may be other performance opportunities throughout the year.  Information will be provided as it arises.
Orchestra Program Expectations


Concert Expectations

You have chosen to join a group of students working every day towards a common goal.  These concerts are the culmination of our efforts and are a vital part of the educational experience. There is no amount of make-up work, or alternative assignment, that can replicate the unique experience of a performance. By helping to maintain a standard for etiquette and attendance at performances, you are ensuring the quality of the orchestra program and learning the value of the performing arts in adolescent development.

Concert attendance is MANDATORY for the following concerts: Fall Concert, Winter Concert, ISSMA Preview, ISSMA Concert, Spring Concert; all students are expected to perform.   Exceptions will only be made in cases of severe illness or family hardship (death, emergency, etc).  Extra-curricular sports and clubs are not excused absences. Orchestra is a co-curricular, graded class; the commitments to coursework take precedence over extra-curriculars. As a coach and athlete myself, I understand the importance of sports and other activities; communicating with me allows me to discuss potential conflicts with coaches. There is always a way to make it work; I am flexible to the best of my ability! 

There are two concert times – Chamber and Concert will perform together at one, and Symphony and Philharmonic at the other. Students are expected to stay for the duration of their entire concert. We support one another. If you need to leave early, I must have a parent/guardian note BEFORE concert day. Emails and notes submitted on concert day will not be accepted. 

During the concert, students are expected to model good concert etiquette.  You are representing yourself, your orchestra, and the program.  I expect that you will be a good audience member by watching quietly and applauding appropriately; while on stage, you will conduct yourself in a professional manner.


Concert Uniform

Our concert dress is as follows:
· Riverside Orchestra shirt - please check to see that yours fits – order a new one if needed!
· Black dress bottoms (pants or skirts)
· NO jeans, no leggings, no athletic pants, no sweatpants
· Black dress shoes
· Students need to wear long black socks, if wearing loafer-style shoes
· NO sneakers, no slippers, no flip flops or other casual shoes
· There should be no large visible stripes, dots, or logos on any concert clothing
· Cellists who choose to wear skirts must wear one longer than their knees
· Students may wear their hair as they choose; head coverings may only be worn for medical or religious purposes

For those who need a new orchestra shirt, we will do an order at the end of August. Be on the lookout for that, as there will be only ONE round of orders!
Practicing Expectations

Orchestra is a co-curricular class, and should be treated as such. Practicing is your homework, and is expected of every student.
· Junior high orchestra students should plan to practice TWO HOURS a week.  I strongly encourage you to break that time up into short, 20-minute segments.
· We will discuss in class what makes for effective practice. I will help you understand how to divide and structure your individual practice time.
· Throughout the year, you will have practice assignments.  These are structured, graded assignments, and may include written reflections, checklists, recorded practice, etc.
· Assignments will be distributed in class, with extra copies at the front of the room, and posted on Canvas. There is no reason to say you can’t find it.
· Assignments are due on the date listed. See below for guidelines on late work.


Grading Procedures

In order to succeed in orchestra, students should demonstrate two things: a willingness to improve their skills, and a musical work ethic that will contribute to the team. It would not be fair to assess a student’s progress based solely on playing abilities.  I do not grade on talent. 

Students in orchestra are expected to:
· Show a commitment to improvement in overall skills over the course of the year
· Be on time and prepared to class
· Be respectful of other people, equipment, and facilities
· Show a positive attitude toward teachers and other students
· Complete all playing and written assignments
· Demonstrate a willingness to accept comments designed to help
· Reflect a positive attitude for the image and activities of the orchestra program

Based on these expectations, grades are based on a combination of:
· Daily in-class preparation and behavior (see below)
· In-class written or playing assignments (usually 2-4 per semester)
· Practice assignments (usually 7-10 per semester)
· Recorded playing tests (usually 3-5 per semester)
· Concert attendance and etiquette

All students begin the quarter with 100 points for class preparation and behavior; failure to follow expectations and policies results in a deduction, 2 points per instance. Continuous days with preparation/behavior infractions will result in additional consequences, including calls home, lunch detentions, or office referrals. Concerts are worth 50 points each.  Playing tests are 12-20 points each. Most practice assignments are worth 10-20 points each.

All missing work will be marked as a zero in Skyward until it is completed and submitted. The late work policy is as follows: 
· Assignments over 1 week late will receive a 5% deduction; over 2 weeks will be a 10% deduction
· Work is accepted until the end of the quarter, but not after that
Students may earn extra credit by attending live music – classical, professional concerts and performances, or any other HSE School performance.  You can earn the credit by turning in a program, ticket, or photo, and answering the Extra Credit Questions found in the orchestra room.

Families, if you have a concern about grades or assignments, I encourage you to speak your child first before reaching out to me.  Students, your grade - and your success - is YOUR responsibility.  Take ownership of your learning, both with me in class and with your family at home.


Instruments

Take care of your instrument – it is a fragile and expensive piece of equipment!
· School cellos and basses are the property of Riverside. Any damage will be assessed; students may be held accountable for repairs, if it was deemed purposeful or neglectful.
· Home cellos and basses can be brought in for tuning at any time.  
· Drop them off in the main office, and be sure to notify me; I will tune them within one school day.
· If transportation is an issue; reach out to me.  I will make a house call for tuning.
· Violins and violas should be carefully transported back and forth each day. Students should take care to grab the correct instrument at dismissal; many cases look the same!
· Students who forget their instrument at home will be provide a loaner for use in class.  This will be counted as unprepared, but you will not be deprived of the learning that day.
· Families with financial need should contact me; no student will ever be denied the ability to play due to monetary concerns.  
· If you rent from Paige’s, you can take advantage of their Tuesday school visit.  Contact them by Monday night with any needs (repairs, size changes, accessories and supplies); these will be delivered Tuesday afternoon.  


Communication

There are many ways to keep in touch and up to date with the Riverside Orchestra program:
· Parent Square – make sure you are enrolled in the correct classes and check frequently! 
· The website –  www.rjhorchestras.org
· Canvas – all students are automatically enrolled, parents/guardians are encouraged to enroll as “observers.” Assignments, announcements, and calendar items will be updated here.
· Social Media – follow me @mrskitchellrjh on various platforms for fun updates and insights!


Technology Policy

The use of technology continues to be a discussion and debate in K-12 education. In orchestra class, the expectations are clear:
· The school policy is that cell phones are not to be out during the day. They should be in a student’s locker. This includes the use of phones for tuning! 
· The tuning apps are all available on iPads, so students can still use them.
· Phones are NOT on the music stand, NOT in your lap, NOT on your seat, NOT in your pocket
· iPads should be brought to class daily, but will only be used for tuning or other class activities. If not actively used for class, iPads should be away and under your chair

Failure to follow school and classroom technology will result in consequences as outlined below.


Other Information

Policy on Fingernails:
Much like other activities that ask children to wear their hair in a certain way (like dance) or ask students to consider accessories (like jewelry in sports), in order to participate to the fullest extent, orchestra has an ask as well.  
· Playing a string instrument requires students to use their fingertips. Fingernails MUST be kept short, extending no further than the tip of the finger (especially on the left hand)
· They can be painted and decorated, but no long nails or press-ons
· Long nails hinder a student’s ability to play, affecting not only them, but their entire ensemble

Throughout the year, students may need to bring money to orchestra. I actually write up and process all deposits myself; they are not sent off to someone else to figure out. This can be a time-consuming part of my job, often done outside working hours. I appreciate your assistance by understanding the following:
· Please ensure any funds are in an envelope or Ziploc bag with the student’s name
· Any checks are made out to Riverside Junior High
· If you are sending cash, please understand that I am not a bank or ATM, and I do not keep cash on hand in a register or drawer. I cannot always provide change, and therefore, exact change is appreciated. Any overages may be considered donations to the Riverside Orchestra program















Music Department Common Expectations
RJH MUSIC STUDENTS BEHAVE WITH EXCELLENCE
Excellent music students in Band, Choir, and Orchestra:
· Do not use gum, food, or drinks (other than water) during classDistinctions:
· Class – period of the day where you are in our classroom for work on learning music
· Rehearsal – part of class when your ensemble or section is reviewing, performing, or practicing music. 


· Arrive to the classroom before the bell and are prompt to their assigned seat for director to start rehearsal
· Are prepared with rehearsal materials
· When arriving to class, music students will read daily agenda and organize music and books
· Prepared musicians always have a pencil!
· Respect music wing property and materials
· Do not disrupt rehearsal
· Raise hand for questions when music is done
· Wait for an appropriate time to get tissues, use bathroom, etc. and move quickly!
· Dispose of used tissues in waste bin (do not leave on floor!)
· Use the Large Group Practice Room (Fish Tank), and Individual Practice Rooms appropriately:
· Lights remain on when students are in the room
· Do not touch or play with belongings that are not yours
· Keep the room tidy
· Use the rooms for rehearsing and classwork only
· Leave windows uncovered
· Refrain from cell phone use in any music classroom, hallway, or practice room for any reason, aside from tuning
· Will wait for the class bell to ring in their assigned area (for Orchestra, that is inside the classroom)
· Return music/rehearsal materials to proper location
· Grab belongings and clean their rehearsal area before they’re dismissed
We are in this together!
· Developing a strategy for how to manage your behavior for success in school takes work!  I promise to help and teach you what’s expected in orchestra.  
· You might slip-up and make mistakes – if you do, we’ll learn how to improve your behavior together.
· Here are the consequences meant to help guide you:
1) You + Me conference #1
2) You + Me conference #2 – (May include consequence)
3) You + Me + Parent/Guardian  – (Will likely include consequence) – Academic dishonesty #1
4) You + Me + Parent/Guardian + Referral  – (Will include consequence) – Academic dishonesty #2




Orchestra Classroom Expectations

	Be Safe
	Be Smart

	· Be in your seat, with your instrument unpacked and ready to play, by the start of class.
· Move carefully around the classroom, avoiding other instruments and students.
· Keep other materials neat – books under your chair, case along the side of your chair.
· Use technology (iPad) ONLY for educational purposes. Cell phones are for tuning only.
· Do not chew gum or eat food during class. Only water is permitted.
· Refrain from extra plucking, playing, or other noise during class. When playing stops, it stops.
· Safely get the things you need without asking, at appropriate times. This includes tissues, sanitizer, pencils, rosin, and extra music. Do not leave the classroom without permission.
· When a teacher is on the podium or speaking, you are listening.
· Do not pack up until you have been instructed. Class ends when you are dismissed and given permission to pack up.

	· Arrive in class with all of the required materials:
· Instrument (violin/viola need shoulder rest as well).
· Music folder, with method book and current concert music.
· Pencil – OUT AND ON STAND.
· A positive attitude and a willingness to contribute.
· Check whiteboard at start of class for the day’s agenda and announcements. Have the necessary materials out and on your stand.
· Turn in any papers and assignments to the class tray at the front of the room.
· Pack up (loosen bow, remove shoulder rest, wipe down instrument), and return instrument to rack carefully. Take all materials with you. Lost items will be placed on the whiteboard.
· Comply with common school rules and expectations (see student handbook).
· Take ownership of your learning. You are responsible for yourself, your work, and your success.


	Be Nice

	Each one of us is responsible for cultivating the learning environment in orchestra. We will keep the following in mind:
· We are a team. Each person is a valuable member of our orchestra.
· We respect each other. Mutual respect is expected among all members of the group.
· We try our best. Best effort is expected during each rehearsal, concert, and event.
· We learn from our mistakes. We see our mistakes as opportunities to learn and grow.
· We celebrate each others’ successes. We will celebrate our accomplishments, as individuals and as a team.
· We are here to create music. Our primary purpose is to create music, together.
Adhering to these principles will ensure a safe and respectful environment for everyone.



Student & Family Agreement
Return this page (keep the rest of the handbook!) to Mrs. Kitchell by Friday, August 15th

Student First/Last Name _____________________________________ Nickname? _________________

Family Member #1 (Parent/Guardian) Name _____________________________________
Cell/Home Number _________________________  Email _______________________________________
Preferred Method of Contact (circle)      phone 	 email

[optional] Family Member #2 (Parent/Guardian) Name ___________________________________
Cell/Home Number _________________________  Email _______________________________________
Preferred Method of Contact (circle)      phone 	 email

Do You Take Private Lessons?  yes 	no         If Yes, With Whom? _____________________________

Other activities and interests _______________________________________________________________

What else do you want me to know about you? ______________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Student	Guardian     (please initial on the lines below)

_______	_______  We have noted the mandatory concert dates listed here for this school year, and understand that they are a graded component of orchestra class.  

_______	_______   We have read the Music Department expectations, and understand how to be an excellent Riverside music student.

_______	_______   We have read the Daily Classroom expectations, and understand what is needed to be prepared in class each day.

_______	_______   We have read and understand the concert uniform requirements AND the policy on nails.

_______	_______   We have read and understand the practice expectations for orchestra, and will do our best to achieve the practicing required.

_______	_______   We understand what it means to be a contributing and supportive member of the orchestra team.

Parent/Guardian Only _______ My child may have the occasional snack or piece of candy in class.  
   Please list any allergies ___________________________________________

Student Signature___________________________________________	Date ______________
Adult Signature____________________________________________	Date ______________
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